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this will not satisfy Mr. Gladstone. He would have the magis-
trate resort to means which have a great tendency to make
malcontents, to make hypocrites, to make careless nominal
conformists, but no tendency whatever to produce honest
and rational conviction. It seems to us quite clear that an
inquirer who has no wish except to know the truth is more
likely to arrive at the truth than an inquirer who knows that,
if he decides one way, he shall be rewarded, and that, if he
decides the other way, he shall be punished. Now, Mr. Glad-
stone would have governments propagate their opinions
by excluding all dissenters from all civil offices. That is to
say, he would have governments propagate their opinions
by a process which has no reference whatever to the truth or
falsehood of those opinions, by arbitrarily uniting certain
worldly advantages with one set of doctrines, and certain
worldly inconveniences with another set. It is of the very
nature of argument to serve the interests of truth; but if
rewards and punishments serve the interests of truth, it is by
mere accident. It is very much easier to find arguments for
the divine authority of the Gospel than for the divine authority
of the Koran. But it is just as easy to bribe or rack a Jew
into Mahometanism as into Christianity.

From racks, indeed, and from all penalties directed against
the persons, the property, and the liberty of heretics, the
humane spirit of Mr. Gladstone shrinks with horror. He only
maintains that conformity to the religion of the state ought
to be an indispensable qualification for office ; and he would,
unless we have greatly misunderstood him, think it his duty,
if he had the power, to revive the Test Act, to enforce it
rigorously, and to extend it to important classes who were
formerly exempt from its operation.

This is indeed a legitimate consequence of his principles.
But why stop here ? Why not roast dissenters at slow
fires ? All the general reasonings on which this theory rests
evidently leads to sanguinary persecution. If the propaga-
tion of religious truth be a principal end of government,
as government; if it be the duty of government to employ
for that end its constitutional power; if the constitutional
power of governments extends, as it most unquestionably
does, to the making of laws for the burning of heretics; if
burning be, as it most assuredly is, in many cases, a most